North Carolina Tomato Growers Association
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MEMORANDUM
To: N.C. Tomato Growers Association Members & other Commercial Growers
From: Jason Edney, President
Date: October 1, 2026

59th Annual Meeting of the N.C. Tomato Growers Association and
“Winter Vegetable Conference & Trade Show” — February 17" — 18", 2027

You are invited to attend the 59th Annual Meeting of the N.C. Tomato Growers Association and
“Winter Vegetable Conference & Trade Show” to be held Wednesday and Thursday, February 17" —
18™ 2027. The conference will be held at the Crowne Plaza Resort in Asheville, North Carolina. We are
excited to announce that equipment will be added to the trade show! We are also adding a Low
Country Boil Banquet on Wednesday night at no additional charge.

The conference program reflects growers’ needs covering many aspects of production, business
management and marketing. We hope that you take advantage of this opportunity to learn about current
issues associated with vegetables and take time to visit with the representatives from agricultural
companies and other businesses that support our industry. The program committee has put together an
excellent educational program, with associated pesticide credits, which covers the vegetables grown in
this area.

Registration and trade show will open at 9:00 am, Wednesday, February 17th. There will be over
60 vendors, including large equipment such as sprayers and tractors. Classes will begin on Wednesday
afternoon at 1:00 pm. At 5:00 pm, the Trade Show area will host happy hour in preparation for the low
country boil banquet. This is no additional cost to attend the Low Country Boil. During this time, Joe
Jones will host a live auction where all proceeds will benefit our scholarship fund. NCTGA supports
future generations of farmers with an endowment fund used to offer merit/need-based scholarships. Last
year’s contributions allowed us to award one $3,000.00 scholarship to a deserving student for the
2026-2027 school year. We also invite you to participate in our silent auction that benefits our scholarship
fund as well.

The activities on Thursday, February 26™ begin with registration opening at 8:30 am. The Trade
Show and educational sessions will begin at 9:00 am. The conference will conclude at noon.

Conference pre-registration is $90.00/per person if pre-registered and there is a registration
form enclosed. Registration will be $110.00 after January 30th and at the door. For your
convenience, on-line registration is available through a link located at https:/nctomatoes.com. You
may also register by mail if you prefer.

For employees of NC State University, NC A&T State University, NCDA and USDA, we are
happy to extend a discounted pre-registration rate of $75.00/per person, verified with a current employee
email address. Registration will be $110 after January 30th and at the door.

We encourage everyone to stay at the Crowne Plaza Resort where the N.C. Tomato Growers
Association has reserved a block of rooms. Please tell them you are with the “Winter Vegetable
Conference” to receive the group rate. The room rate for a room with two queen beds is $104.00 per
night plus applicable taxes and this room rate is valid through Tuesday, January 26, 2027. Please make
your reservations directly with the Crowne Plaza Resort, Asheville, NC at 1-844-330-0296, or (828)
285-2603.

You may visit our website located at https:/nctomatoes.com for the most recent program
information. If you have any questions, please call Laura Levene at (828) 808-0659.

P.O. Box 30, Mountain Home, NC 28758 (828) 808-0659,
www.nctomatoes.com, nctomatogrowers@gmail.com
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PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Winter Vegetable Conference & Trade Show

Crowne Plaza Resort, Asheville, NC
February 17" — 18™, 2027, Wednesday & Thursday

Pre-Registration Fee: $90.00 /per person before January 30th, 2027

(Registration will be $110.00/per person after January 30th and at the door)

Simple and quick on-line registration is available through our website at www.nctomatoes.com.

NAME Tomato Farmer yes no
BUSINESS NAME
ADDRESS
CITY STATE ZIP
TELEPHONE E-Mail
Pre-Registration Fee @ $90.00/per person $
TOTAL ENCLOSED $

Names of additional attendees (must be included in totals above):
NAME ADDRESS

E-Mail Tomato Grower Yes No
NAME ADDRESS

E-Mail Tomato Grower Yes No
NAME ADDRESS

E-Mail Tomato Grower Yes No

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: NC Tomato Growers Association.
RETURN TO: Laura Levene, Executive Secretary, NCTGA,
P.O. Box 30, Mountain Home, NC 28758
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2027 Scholarship Endowment Auction Donation

North Carolina Tomato Growers Association
“Winter Vegetable Conference & Trade Show”
Wednesday and Thursday, February 17th — 18th, 2027

The N.C. Tomato Growers Association will be holding a “Live Auction” and a “Silent Auction”
at our Winter Vegetable Conference. All the proceeds of the auctions will go to the Scholarship
Endowment Fund. Each year scholarships are awarded to one or more deserving college
students pursuing agricultural related degrees.

In the past, friends of the N.C. Tomato Growers Association have been extremely generous in
supporting the auction for the benefit of this scholarship and we hope this support will continue.
We encourage you to be creative for this auction. Donations do not have to be agricultural in
nature!

COMPANY NAME

We will be donating the following gifts for the Scholarship Endowment Auctions
(Please bring these on Wednesday morning for display. Will be awarded at the Low Country Boil
Banquet Wednesday night.)

Gift Retail Value

Authorized by

Signature of Company Representative Date

P.O. Box 30, Mountain Home, NC 28758 (828) 808-0659
nctomatogrowers@gmail.com, www.nctomatoes.com
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